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CLASS SCHEDULE WINTER QUARTER 2006

“BIOTERRORISM: AN OVERVIEW”

        Plant Pathology 455, co-listed with

        International Studies 455

        Class Schedule (subject to change)

        Time: 9 a.m. –11:18 a.m., Tuesday and Thursday

        Place: To Be Announced

Session1
Get acquainted activity

January 3 
Course introduction, syllabus, schedule, 

Tuesday
Administer student pre-test

Definitions: terrorism, bioterrorism, biosecurity, etc.

Homeland Security Overview: “General discussion of bioterrorism” by Dr. Todd Stewart, Major General (ret.), 

(Dr. Chuck Curtis, Plant Pathology)


Session 2
Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Weapons: Security Issues in the Post-January 5
Cold War World; The Psychological Impact of Terrorism and the     Thursday
Psychological Profiles of Terrorists (Dr. Jeffrey Lewis, International  

Studies)

Session 3
Understanding Risk and Security Trade-offs; in-class exercise on 

January 10
risk/threat perception; “Controlled Pestilence:" A Brief History of Biological Tuesday
Weapons; Historic coverage of terrorism actions and impacts (Dr. Jeffrey 

Lewis, International Studies)

Session 4
Agencies & Organizations involved, pre-9/11 and post-9/11 changes in 

January 12
infrastructure, political and policy changes 

Thursday
Field experiences with military and NATO (Dr. Mike Boehm, Plant Pathology)

Session 5
The ‘big picture,’ Networks, Role of the Land Grant System in global and January 17
national food and fiber production, Food (plant and animal health) crops Tuesday
and livestock, Medical and Public health, Bioshield program, zoonotics. 

(Dr. Mike Boehm, Plant Pathology)

Session 6
Guest Lecturer, Dr. Anna Johnson-Winegar,  former Deputy Assistant to

January 19   the  Secretary of Defense, Chemical and Biological Defense Programs

Thursday      1999-2003.
Session 7
Student position paper #1 due (papers chosen from a select list of        January 24
topics, 4 page paper with references on selected topics)

Tuesday
Rap session and open discussion with students (1st hour), Introduction to basics in Microbiology and Plant Pathology  (Dr. Chuck Curtis, Plant Pathology & Dr. Jeffrey Lewis, International Studies)

Session 8
Overview of Plants, Animals/Livestock, and Public Health (video on Public January 26
Health), Commonalities, the Disease Triangle concept, epidemics, Thursday
pandemics, National diagnostic centers, early and first responders

Instant Command System (ICS), National Incident Management System (NIMS) (Dr. Chuck Curtis, Plant Pathology)

Session 9
Introduction to Public Health Issues

January 31
Public Health Definitions, National Response, NIMS, Local Response

Tuesday
What is Public Health? Characteristics of disease-anthrax, plagues, botulism, etc. How does this relate to bioterrorism and our response? What does an epidemic look like? (Dr. Randi Love, Public Health)

Session 10
Public Health Issues

February 2
Crisis communication, Small group exercise, Which organisms are

Thursday
important? (Dr. Randi Love, Public Health)

Session 11
Midterm examination,

February 7
Student group activity

Tuesday
(Dr. Chuck Curtis, Plant Pathology)

Session 12
Public Health Issues

February 9
Table top exercises, small group, Extremist Earth 1st Rights Group

Thursday
Professional Society responses

Small group work and “what if” scenarios -Would you come to work if attacked? (Dr. Randi Love, Public Health)

Session 13
Student position paper #2 due

February 14
Public Health Issues-preparedness

Tuesday
Competing public health priorities

Panel of experts EMS, firemen, police, etc., Competing Public Health priorities. (Dr. Randi Love, Public Health)

Session 14
Plants and diseases continued, Defects in current regulatory approaches, February 16 
responding to bioterrorism, What is needed? How safe are you? (Risks, Thursday
risk management and risk characterization) (Dr. Chuck Curtis, Plant 

Pathology)

Session 15
Guest lecturer, Dr. Danelle Bickett-Weddle, DVM, MPH, Associate 

February 21
Director, The Center for Food Security and Public Health. 

Tuesday


Session 16 
Discussion session, Dr. Danelle Bickett-Weddle, DVM, MPH, Associate 

February 23
Director,The Center for Food Security and Public Health.

Thursday 

Session 17
Animal Health and Livestock Issues: highly contagious diseases of food 

February 28
animals (cattle, cows, swine, sheep, poultry), disease characteristics and Tuesday
the disease triangle. (Dr. Mo Saif, OARDC) 

Session 18
Animal Health and Livestock Issues: How food 

March 2
animal diseases can become weapons of mass destruction, economic 

Thursday 
considerations and global aspects (Dr. Jeff Lejeune, OARDC) 

Session 19
Animal Health and Livestock Issues review session and discussion

March 7
Student position paper #3 due

Tuesday 
(Dr. Jeff Lejeune,  OARDC)

Session 20
Summary, Review, and Discussions

March 9
Administer student post-test, job opportunities

Thursday
Complete Course and Instructor(s) Evaluations



(Dr. Chuck Curtis, Plant Pathology)

March 13-16
Final Examination (finals week)  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Short videos  will be shown in class to supplement the issues and issue formation process. In addition, guest lectures who are authorities in their fields will present sessions on bioterrorism and its national and global ramifications. Group projects, scenarios, and case studies will be used to illustrate and enhance the lecture content.

Reading List: Sessions 1 to 4, Chapters 1,2 and 3



Sessions 5 to 8, Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8



Sessions 19 to 20, Chapters 9 and 10

Required:

Guillemin, Jeanne. 2005. Biological Weapons. Columbia University Press, 258 pp.

Videos:

“The coming plague” Laurie Garrett (video)


“Avoiding Armageddon” (video selection)


“Bioterrorism” (NOVA)

